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We would like to thank Dr. Stevanovic [1] for his
helpful comments on our article [2]. They provide very
useful additional information and highlight the contri-
bution that experts and specialists in a given area of
child health can make to this type of review. We would
particularly like to thank Dr. Stevanovic for identify-
ing two instruments which were not included in our
review.
One of these questionnaires—the health-related
quality of life (HRQOL) in Pediatric Epilepsy Scale-
was published in 2000 [3]. Self-reported and parent
versions are available and it includes 20 items.
Although the instrument was content-validated, little
information is available regarding its psychometric
properties.
The Instrument for Children with Epilepsy (HRQL-
C-Ep) [4], on the other hand, is a well-developed and
validated questionnaire consisting of 25 items in ﬁve
dimensions. Child and parent versions are available.
The HRQL-C-Ep showed acceptable internal consis-
tency and test–retest reliability, although the test–retest
intraclass correlation coefﬁcients for the child version
were slightly below the recommended international
threshold of 0.7 [5].
We would also like to express our agreement
with Dr. Stevanovic that, based on their develop-
ment history and psychometric characteristics, the
Quality of Life in Epilepsy Inventory for
Adolescents-48 (QOLIE-AD-48), HRQL-C-Ep, and
Quality of Life for Children with Epilepsy (QOLCE)
appear to be the most recommendable instruments for
measuring HRQOL in children and adolescents with
epilepsy. It is worth noting, however, that their sensi-
tivity to change has not been tested, a fact which is of
particular importance if they are intended for use in
studies to evaluate the efﬁcacy of treatment or other
interventions. Clearly, further studies are required to
assess this aspect of questionnaire functioning, not
only in the epilepsy measures discussed here, but in a
considerable number of the other instruments included
in our review.—Maite Solans, BS, Sabrina Pane, MPH,
Maria-Dolors Estrada, MD, Vicky Serra-Sutton, PhD,
Silvina Berra, MPH, Michael Herdman, MSc, Jordi
Alonso, PhD, Luis Rajmil, PhD, Catalan Agency for
Health Technology Assessment and Research, Barce-
lona, Spain.
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